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There are no restrictions on the usage of a Mind Mapping Diagram. It can be used for making
business decisions, preparing meeting agendas, story planning, or any aspect of our lives that
requires effective thinking. In this tutorial, you will learn to draw a Mind Mapping Diagram in Visual
Paradigm. We will also cover some of the typical shortcut keys that you can use to draw a mind map

faster and easier.

Creating a Mind Mapping Diagram
1. Create a new project with Visual Paradigm. Select Project > New from the application toolbar.
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In the New Project window, enter Tutorial as the project name. Click the Create Blank Project

button.

Create Mew Project

Create a new project by filling in the following information.

Tutorial

umML b

Create Blank Project | | Cancel

Select Diagram > New from the application toolbar.

Select Mind Mapping Diagram and click Next.

Mind Mapping Diagram A

A tool which helps you to keep and organize ideas. Ideas are layout in
branches which is extremely reader-friendly and can drive you to think of
more ideas in detail.

Chart Diagram
Define the relationships between model elements in project.

Class Diagram

Design object model, persistence model for Hibernate ORM and REST API
with classes, their attributes, operations and inter-relationship.

Activity Diagram

Model the workflow within a system with the use of activity, action, decision,
etc.
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5.  Enter Software Upgrade Planning as the diagram name and click OK to confirm. This creates a
mind mapping diagram with a key idea node presented. Let's say you want to record the date to
perform the software upgrade. Let's create a branch from the central idea node.

3{2 Mind Mapping Diagram

Diagram Name:

|Soﬂware Upgrade Planning|

Location: <Root> | ... |

Description:

6. Move your mouse pointer over the central idea node.
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7.  Click on the resource icon Branch -> Node and drag it out.
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8. Release the mouse button and enter Date: Feb 20 as the node content.

G 57

< Date: Feb 20

<Soﬂware Upgrade Planning >

9. Let's say you want to record the responsibilities of team members. First, create a node
Responsibilities from the central idea node.

Date: Feb 20

_..-’—< Responsibilities
<Soﬂware Upgrade Planning>

10. We can create sub-nodes under the Responsibilities node. Let's create three nodes: Backup:
David, Performer: Derek, and Testing: Daisy from the central idea node.

Backup: David

Date: Feb 20

Performer: Derek

Testing: Daisy

_..-’—< Responsibilities

<Soﬂware Upgrade Planning

11. Apply the same technique to complete the mind map. Make it look like the one below:

Backup: David

Date: Feb 20
New software license

Preparation Performer: Derek

Upgrade gu ide

_,_,-—< Responsibilities
<Suﬂware Upgrade Planning >

Completeness of data &
) Integration Testing

Able to save and load data Backup

Testing: Daisy

Data

Local configuration files

Relating Nodes
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Nodes that are related can be connected with a Link connector. Let's try to connect the node
Integration Testing and Testing: Daisy.
1. Move your mouse pointer over the node Integration Testing.

Y

<Soﬂwam Upgrade Planning >

Completeness of data -
l_x I
Integration Testin
Able to save and load data — [/\\) 2

Integration Testing: Node

2. Click on the resource To Link -> Node and drag to the node Testing: Daisy.

Backup: David
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Preparation Performer: Derek

Upgrade gu ide
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< S _——
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3. Release the mouse button and adjust the curve to make the diagram look tidier.

Backup: David

Date: Feb 20
New software license

Preparation Performer: Derek

Upgrade gu ide
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5

1l

Local configuration file

Using Icons

A set of built-in icon images is provided for you to add to mind map nodes to make the diagram more
expressive. Let's try.
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1. Move your mouse pointer over the node Responsibilities.

Backup: David

Date: Feb 20

Performer: Derek

de Planning

2. Click on the resource icon Format and then select Icons... from the popup menu.

§ Line...
Oy Fll. )
/—<Date: Feb 20 F Font. up: David
lcons... 3

Performer: Derek
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Testing: Daisy
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3. In the Select Icons window, choose Businessman and click >. Click OK.

¢

Select Icons

All:

@Hngrv

" Done

(@3 Email

‘I.Group of businessman
. Idea

! Mobile phone
m Need follow up
wi Right and wrong

©5mile

J Telephone

? Unknown

/1 Warning sign

[ website

=2

<<

Selected:

OK Cancel

The icon is added to the mind map node.

Date: Feb 20

Using Shortcuts

Responsibilities

Backup: David

Performer: Derek

Testing: Daisy

Tutorial

Besides creating nodes through the resource-centric interface, you may also create them through
shortcuts (hotkeys). This way of creating nodes will make it smoother when drawing the mind map by
only using one input device, the keyboard. Here are some of the shortcuts that you can use in a mind

mapping diagram:

Shortcut Description
Key
Insert Create a sub-node.
Shift-Insert |Create a parent node.
Enter Create a sibling node below the selected
node.
Shift-Enter |Create a sibling node above the selected
node.

Related Links

. User's Guide - Drawing Mind Mapping Diagram
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